
What are Angels? What do they do? 

Angels are in 34 of the Bible’s 66 books, recorded 108 times in the Old Testament, and 165 
times in the New Testament. Angels are important! 

• God created angels.

• Humans do not become angels when we die.

• Angels have special duties.

• Each is an eternal spirit with emotion, intelligence, and an individual will.

God created angels before He created the physical universe. The Bible’s book of Job describes 
angels worshipping God as He was creating the world: "… I laid the earth's foundation… while…all the 
angels shouted for joy." (Job 38:4-7) 

Angels existed before humans. Satan (who was an angel named Lucifer), had already rebelled against God. In Genesis 3, we 
read that Satan was in the garden, to tempt Eve into disobeying God.  

There are different types of angels: cherubim, seraphim, messengers, watchers, supervisors for God, military hosts, sons of the 
mighty, sons of God, even "chariots.” Three of their names in the Bible: Gabriel (a messenger), Michael (a defender of God’s 
people), and Lucifer (Satan). Michael is an archangel, which means that he is in charge of other angels. Before his rebellion, Lucifer 
led one-third of all angels in worship of God, so perhaps he was an archangel. 

There’s no barrier between angels and God. Since they’ve not sinned, angels can approach God and worship Him.“…I heard 
around the throne…the voice of many angels, saying, ‘Worthy is the Lamb’… and worshiped.” (Revelation 5:11-14) 

Angels have free will God created angels with free will. Lucifer, a beautiful cherub who was proud and wanted to be worshipped, 
chose to sin against God, saying, “I will ascend to God’s place, exalt myself over all angels – like the Most High.” (Isaiah 2:2). Thus 
God judged him: “You were an anointed guardian cherub… blameless from the day you were created, until… you sinned; your 
heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.” (Ezekiel 28:14-17)  

One-third of all angels (“stars”) followed Lucifer, rebelling against God. “His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and 
cast them to the earth.” (Revelation 12:4). They became demons who can appear in deceptive, trustworthy ways: “even Satan 
appears as an angel of light” (2nd Corinthians 11:14).  
   To a Catholic, Satan can appear as Mary; to a Protestant, as a false Christ, to a Hindu, as Krishna. Satan will take whatever form 
will keep people from the true Savior. They’ll even do some “good” things to trick people into trusting them. (There are 80 
references to “demons” “fallen angels” or “unclean spirits” in the New Testament.) There is no redemption for fallen angels – no 
sacrifice to reconcile them to God. Christ would have had to become an angel and die for them, to make the payment God requires 
for sin. But the Bible tells us that Christ did not take on the nature of angels, but of mankind: the seed of Abraham. 

Angels do the will of God, willingly. The Bible reports them as doing whatever God asks. He makes His messengers winds, His 
ministers a flaming fire.” (Psalm 104:4). They do not struggle with jealousy. If Gabriel gets more spectacular assignments, they 
rejoice as much for him as they would for themselves. Jesus called angels who chose not to sin “holy angels.” (Mark 8:38)  

Holy angels report to God. “angels…are subject to God.” (1st Peter 3:22). They never draw attention to themselves but direct 
humans to give glory to God.  

Angels speak consistent with the Bible. They run errands for God and if they speak, their message is consistent with the Bible. 
They bring no new Gospel, nor new information about God since God has told us all we need to know through the Bible. 

Angels have intelligence and discernment. “…for as the angel of God, so is my lord in discerning good and evil.’ (2nd Samuel 
14:17). “I have come to give you insight and understanding."  (Daniel 9:22) 

Angels have knowledge. They are not all-knowing like God, but know what God tells them, such as the message to Mary, mother 
of Jesus. Angels also know what they observe  (e.g., creation, Adam & Eve’s sin, the exodus, the birth of Jesus and His crucifixion). 
Angels also know from observation: “There are things into which angels long to look” (1 Peter 1:12)  Evil angels (demons) also have 
knowledge – from Satan and from watching humans, which is why a fortune teller is sometimes right: demons know what some 



people are planning or dealing with. But Satan is not all-powerful, does not control the future, and his and demons’ knowledge is 
fallible. Only God knows the future perfectly. 

Angels are among us and might appear as ordinary people. Just as demons are around, seeing what we do, so are angels. 
Abraham invited some strangers to his tent, not knowing that they were angels “Some have entertained angels without knowing it.” 
(Hebrews 13:2) 

Angels help those who accept Christ. “Are they not all ministering spirits sent to serve those who are to inherit salvation?”  
(Hebrews 1:14). Yet, if they help us, their intention is to remain unseen, so that God is glorified.  
    We should never seek contact with an angel, but let God decide whether an angel is to be sent to us. Nowhere in scripture are 
we encouraged to seek or pray to angels. Because fallen angels (demons) exist, if we were to seek an angel, we would not know 
which kind would appear. 

Angels reject worship. “I fell at (the angel’s) feet to worship him but he said, “Do not do that… Worship God!” (Revelation 19:10)  

Angels have desires and will. “I will make myself like the Most High.” (Isaiah 14:12) “angels… abandoned their home.” (Jude 1:6) 

Angels express emotions. “…all the angels shouted for joy” (Job 38:7)  

Angels are not all-powerful, as is God: "the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me 21 days.” (Daniel 10:12-13)  

Angels are too numerous to count. 
“…you have come to the city of God, to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly.” (Hebrews 12:22) 

Most angels remained faithful to God: “I…heard… many angels… ten thousand times ten thousand … sing: ‘Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain, to receive …honor and glory and praise!’" (Revelation 5:11-12). Angels rejoice when a person accepts Christ as 
Savior: “…there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10) 

An angel announced the birth of Jesus. 
“The angel said ‘Fear not, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10-14) 

Angels watch God's people. “we are a spectacle to angels and to men.” (1st Corinthians 4:9) 

Angels ministered to Jesus. “Then the devil left… and angels ministered to Him.” (Matthew 4:11) 

Angels rejoice in God's creation. “Worthy are you, Lord and God, to receive glory and honor …for 
you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Revelation 4:11) 

Angels join believers in heaven. “You have come to…the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festive gathering… and to God…and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect.”  (Hebrews 
12:22-23) 

In the Bible, in almost every recorded appearance of an angel, the angel reassures the frightened 
humans: “do not be afraid!” -- because humans naturally respond to these unexpected, powerful beings with fear. 

Angels are wonderful beings. Thank God for their work and help! 

Sources: The Holy Bible; and excerpt from “The Flurry of Wings” by Dr. Lutzer, 1998. 
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